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<2 SPRING BURSTS INTO BLOOM
The meadows are awash with buttercups and bluebells, the bees are busy, and the River of
Promise is singing a livelier tune. Spring has arrived in full splendour across the Valley of
Plenty! Gnome Ess and Gnome Aid have already tidied up the town square in Genesee,
planting rows of marigolds and organizing the annual May Mix-Up (more on that below!).

& MAY MIX-UP A BIG HIT

This year’s May Mix-Up was the most colourful yet! Townsfolk were invited to swap
handmade goods, recipes, and even talents. Gnhome Ad ran an impromptu “riddle race,”
while Gnome Otto unveiled a new hidden trail map that leads from the Grove of Abundance
to the Whispering Caves. Gnome Ore delighted visitors with dramatic readings from her
latest favourite, The Book of Mossy Mysteries.

[k ORE’S CORNER: BOOK NOOK PICK

This month, Gnome Ore recommends The Cloud That Remembered, a gentle tale about a
wandering weather sprite who returns to the Valley after a century away. “It made me cry
twice and smile at least ten times,” says Ore. You can find it in her lending basket by the
Lake Genesee pier.

& BIRDS & BLOOMS REPORT

The blue-throated warbler has returned to the Forest of Bounty! Watch for its shimmering
chest and swooping call just after sunrise. Also blooming this week: moon petals near
Otter’s Bend and purple-plumed turnips (yes, they’re real!) in Farmer Bramble’s fields.

GNOMELY REMINDERS
e Please return all borrowed compasses to the Gnome Otto Wayfinder Station.
e Gnome Aid says: “Don’t forget to compost your crumb cakes!”

e Next full moon picnic: May 23rd at the Hill of Echoes. Bring something to share and a
story to tell.

May your baskets be full, your maps be true, and your turnips be unusually plumed.

—With joy from all of us in the Valley of Plenty o

To contribute to the next issue of The Valley Vine, send an email entitled Valley Vine to
friends@gnomeanne.com or drop a note in the hollow log by the bakery.
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